
 Turn in the Old Testament and read Daniel 3. There you will find the familiar 

story of the three men and the fiery furnace. Pay special attention to verses 16-

18. Notice their faith. Reread verses 23-27. Notice God's deliverance. Having 
been cast into this "fiery furnace" called the COVID-19 pandemic what is the level 

of your faith relative to the presence and care of God? We have no idea who will 
become sick and possibly even die because of the virus. Yet every time we pray 

the Lord's prayer we express our faith in a way similar to that of the three men as 
they faced a fiery death. It comes in the final petition where we pray, deliver us 

from evil. In answer to the question, what does this mean, Luther wrote: 
 

    We pray in this petition, in summary, that our Father in heaven        

    would rescue us from every evil of body and soul, possessions                              
    and reputation, and finally when our last hour comes, give us a                  

    blessed end, and graciously take us from this valley of sorrow to 
    Himself in heaven. 

 
 Not only do we have this petiton, but we also have Jesus' amen at the end 

of the prayer. Of this Luther wrote: 
 

    This means that I should be certain that these petitions are           

    pleasing to our Father in heaven, and are heard by Him; for                                
    He Himself has commanded us to pray in this way and has                              

    promised to hear us. Amen, amen means “yes, yes, it shall                                
    be so.” 

 
 We are not to focus on death but on the sure hope we have of eternal life 

through faith in Jesus. This dampens the fears we might be dealing with so that 
we can affirm with the Apostle Paul: "For if we live, we live to the Lord, and if we 

die, we die to the Lord. So then, whether we live or whether we die, we are the 
Lord's" (Romans 14:8). And so even in the midst of these difficult times, 

especially in the midst of these difficult times, we can praise God from whom all 
blessings flow. 
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