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From The Pastor’s Desk 
“Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, 

to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.” Acts 20:28  
 

In review of ordination/installation vows a pastor hears, “Will you faithfully instruct both young and old 
in the chief articles of the Christian doctrine, will you forgive the sins of those who repent, and will you 
promise never to divulge the sins confessed to you? Will you minister faithfully to the sick and dying, 
and will you demonstrate to the Church a constant and ready ministry centered in the Gospel? Will you 
admonish and encourage the people to a lively confidence in Christ and in holy living?” The pastor re-
sponds, “Yes, with the help of God.” 

 
When can a person call upon their pastor?  How is the servant of Christ to be a part of your life? It is with 
honor and thankfulness that I serve as pastor at Trinity and Concordia! You are the precious sheep of 
Christ and He cares for you! 
 
Here is a list of a few things to consider having the involvement of your pastor.  

You are ill, in the hospital, or before/after surgery 
Have a new baby, stillbirth, or miscarriage 
Need for baptism of child or adult 
Communion at home for those shut-in 
Personal or family strife 
Breakdown of marriage 
Comfort of Private Confession/Absolution 
Bereavement over loss of loved one 
Are traveling or moving to a new community looking for a 

church 
Are leaving for college or military service  
To be included in the pastor’s daily prayers (Useful for confi-

dential matters outside the public prayers of the church) 
Planning and counseling for a marriage or working with those 

living together 
Pre-arrangement for planning a funeral 
Have questions about witnessing to others 
Blessing of a home 
Ideas and guidance for private and family devotional life 
Support and guidance in ethical matters on infertility, end of 

life, vocation, etc… 
Demonic affliction, dealing with persecution, or facing addictions 
Need for physical help from losing job or other unfortunate circumstance 
 

I would also encourage you to contact our secretary for matters such as address/phone number change, 
birthday/anniversary needing correction, and announcements for bulletins/newsletters.  
 
The Lord’s servant called to serve His precious sheep, 
 
Pastor Gauthier 
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August Birthdays 
 

Aaron Dean   Aug. 2nd 
John Nelson   Aug. 2nd 
Lezlie Pohlman  Aug. 4th 
Jordon Dean   Aug. 4th 
Dallas Fischer   Aug. 5th 
Lori Stahly   Aug. 6th 
Kyle Noble   Aug 7th 
Mike Gillespie   Aug. 8th 
Steven Ihnen   Aug. 8th 
Kadda Jones   Aug. 9th 
John Boetel, Jr.  Aug. 13th 
Jared Knips   Aug. 13th 
Dustin Heuer   Aug. 14th 
Esther Gaudian  Aug. 15th 
Donna Voss   Aug. 15th 
Carol Voss   Aug. 17th 
Joshua Wacker  Aug. 18th 
Connie Boetel   Aug. 19th 
Alysha Harlow  Aug. 19th 
Landon Larson  Aug. 19th 
Shelli Nissen   Aug. 20th 
Kellie Jones   Aug. 21st 
Carrie Elbuytori  Aug. 23rd 
Maria Reimers   Aug. 23rd 
Brian Ihnen   Aug. 24th 
Bev Wiese   Aug. 24th 
Audrey Donnenwerth  Aug. 26th 
James Brockhaus  Aug. 31st 
Chelsey Hiveley  Aug. 31st 
Joan Kasch   Aug. 31st 

 
 

 

August Anniversaries 
 

Milton & Sandy Consoer Aug. 3rd 
John & Lorraine Nelson Aug. 8th 
Duane & Lenora Kazemba Aug 10th 
Jeff & Stephanie Sohn Aug. 12th 
Mike & Autumn Ross  Aug. 19th 
Lee & Amanda Untiedt Aug. 23rd 
Stan & LeAnn Pohlman Aug 26th  
Chad & Jill Ihnen  Aug 31st 
Bruce & Kim Ihnen   Aug 31st 

Concordia Officers/Boards 
President:  Robert Brons 
Vice President: Dave Stahly 
Secretary:  Denny Stahly 
Treasurer:  Russell & Dolly Meier 
Trustee:  Brian Ruehle 
   Charlie Rowe 
Elders:   Bob Brons 
   Russell Meier 
   Dennis Stahly 
Finance Secretary: Carol Rowe 
   Brian Ruehle 
   Dennis Stahly 
Head Ushers:  Gerald Weerts 
Stewardship:  Russell Meier 
   Dolly Meier 
   Carol Rowe 
LWML President: Dolly Meier 
Vice President:  
Secretary:  Pat Ruehl 
Treasurer:  Carol Rowe 
SS Staff:  Brian Gilmore 
   Shannon Stone 
   Connie Brons, Music 
Cradle Roll  Beverly Stahly 
Organist:  Leyla Fischer 
Custodian:  Carrie Elbuytari 
Secretary:  Shannon Stone 
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Upcoming Events/Announcements 
 

Updates Needed:  Please help us update our  records and return the postcards to the 
church office. We would like to have an up-to-date listing for all our members. If you have 
moved, gotten married, had a child, changed your phone number, cell phone, and/or e-mail ad-
dress we would like to know so that our records can be accurate. Thank you!  
   
Birthdays and Anniversaries:  If you would like your  bir thday or  anniversary pr inted in 
The Lutheran Witness to commemorate a birthday of 90 years of more or an anniversary of 50 
years or more please contact the church office two months in advance, so that notification can 
be sent to the district office.  
 
Newsletter deadline: Thursday, August 18 will be the deadline for  the September  newslet-
ter.  Please call or e-mail with any announcements. Thank you!  
 
Prescription drug coverage:  Thr ivent Members benefits are available. Express Access 
prescription drug discount card may help. It provides an average of 30% off all prescription 
drugs.  For more information and to apply go to thrivent.com/community/membership/benefits 
or call 800-847-4836.   
 
Contending For Truth In An Age Of Anti-Truth…  Issues, Etc. is a radio talk show pro-
duced by Lutheran Public Radio and hosted by LCMS Pastor Todd Wilken. Topics include: Is 
Islam a Religion of Peace?, "Angels & Demons" by Dan Brown, Adoption, Decision Theology, 
Handel's Messiah and more. You can listen to what you want when you want at 
www.issuesetc.org.  
                  
Thrivent Choice:  Remember  to enroll as Thr ivent members your  Choice Dollars. Tr inity 
& Concordia Lutheran Church is eligible to receive Choice Dollars. Please consider us a your 
choice.  To learn more about Thrivent Choice, visit Thrivent.com/thriventchoice or call 1-800-
847-4836 and say “Thrivent choice” when prompted.  
 
Text Message Scripture/Devotionals:  Sometimes it is nice to receive something dur ing the 
week, if you would like to have a scripture/devotionals sent to your cell phone. To sign up 
please contact the church office.  
 
Electronic Newsletters:  If you are interested in receiving the monthly newsletter  electron-
ically please send me an e-mail making the request.      

 
Continued on page 6 

Continued from page 3 
 
Sacred Music For The World...You can listen to the best of the Church's music 24/7 
at www.lutheranpublicradio.org. You'll hear hymns like "Thy Strong Word," "The Church's 
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 What is Happening At Your Camp?  
Camp Okoboji  

1531 Edgewood Drive  
Milford, IA 51351  

Phone: 712-337-3325 Fax: 712-337-3318  
e-mail: camp.okoboji@1idwlcms.org  

Web site: www.campokoboji.org  
  

2016 Camp Theme  
The 2016 Theme for Camp Okoboji will be “In Christ Alone…We Stand.” We are partnering with the 

LCMS National Youth Gathering in proclaiming that our faith is “In Christ Alone”! 
 

Calendar: 
July 31-Aug. 6: Family Retreat I 

A great �me for family togetherness Speaker: Rev. Bill Marier 

Aug. 7: Omelet Brunch 

Mmm good, you can almost taste ‘em now 

Aug. 7: Refuge Chapel Dedica"on 

Following the 9:45am Worship Service 

Aug. 7-13: Family Retreat II 

Family growth, personal and spiritual. Speaker: Rev. Aaron Kuehn 

Aug. 12-14: Hispanic Family Retreat 

Contact Rev. Dan Vogel 712-309-1292 

Aug. 14: Cra(s Building Auc"on (3pm) 

We need to remove Cra0s to make room for DISCOVER. Take home a piece of history. 

Aug. 21: Camp Okoboji Golf Ou"ng 

1pm Shotgun start. A lot of fun!  

Aug. 26-28: Adult Retreat Leader: Rev. Kurt Klaus Cost: $185  

Featuring: Kathy Troccoli Concert Aug. 27 

Sept. 3: People’s Choice 

BBQ Cook-Off 11am-3pm 

Sept. 3: DISCOVER Groundbreaking 10am 
 
For more information on any of these topics please fell free to 
contact Camp Okoboji. 
 
FACEBOOK! “LIKE” us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/
CampOkoboji-LCMS and refer to the Camp Okoboji News flier 
hanging in the narthex. 
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498  4th Ave. NE 

Sioux Center,  IA    51250 
August 7 
"The Word in a World of Words" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
: It's "Archives August" and Pastor Gregory Seltz revisits a classic sermon by Dr. Os-
wald Hoffmann. 
(2 Corinthians 5:19-20) 

August 14 
"In Spite of Everything " 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
"Archives August" continues, as Pastor Gregory Seltz preaches another classic ser-
mon by Dr. Oswald Hoffmann. 
(Romans 8:28) 

August 21 
"Hope Not in Politicians" 
Lutheran Hour Speaker: Rev. Dr. Gregory Seltz 
"Archives August" concludes with a classic yet timely message originally presented 
by Dr. Oswald Hoffmann. 
(Isaiah 31:1-3) 

August 28 
"Boasting - Ridiculous or Real" 
Speaker Emeritus of The Lutheran Hour: Rev. Dr. Ken Klaus 
Modern man boasts, "God is dead," but what have we gained from such thinking? 
(Galatians 6:14) 

Thank you for sharing with your parishioners that Lutheran Hour  

is broadcast at 1:00 pm each Sunday 

 
Cindy Nederhoff    –    712-722-0885    –    cnederho@dordt.edu 
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One Foundation," "Lord, Thee I Love with All My Heart," "God's Own Child I Gladly Say It," 
"My Hope Is Built on Nothing Less" and more. You can also listen on mobile devices like an 
iPhone, iPad and an Android phone. If you have any questions, please call (618) 223-8385. 
Christian Music: Music for Members sections on thrivent.com/music is available to discover 
original Christian music by amateur and professional musicians is now easier than ever. You 
can find and download an array of free music.   
 
ConnectPlus:  LCEF is now offer ing a new investment option called ConnectPlus. Please 
go our website lcef.org or call (800)843-5233 for more information.  
       
Church Information:  The town’s congregations have gotten together a published an informa-
tional card in regards to locations and times. Please feel free to pick up and share with others.  
 
Items for sale:  LWML has cards for  sale including bir thday, get-well, and sympathy. 
Cards can be purchased individually for $0.60 apiece or by the box. The amount is written on 
the box. Thank you.   
 
Cancelation & Reminder:  Since it is becoming more challenging to get radio announce-
ments out. A system have been set up. Please subscribe by using the following directions. 
Mrs. Shannon Stone would like you to join Concordia & Trinity! To receive messages via 
text, text @c83311 to 81010. *Standard text message rates apply. Recipients Subject 
c83311@mail.remind.com. These instructions are also available in the narthex and on the 
church’s website. Please contact the church office if you have any questions. Trouble using 
81010? Try texting @c83311 to (712) 264-5343 instead. To unsubscribe, reply with 
'unsubscribe' in the subject line.   
 
Adult Study:  Each Sunday (9:45 to 10:30 a.m.) Denny Stahly, an elder , will lead a study 
time together. The study will include The End Times in the Life Light series. Please feel free to 
join Denny and others as they grow in their faith, during this time.   
 
The Divine Service:  Dur ing the Bible Study at Tr inity at 4:00 p.m. Pastor  will be discuss-
ing the topic of worship. All are welcome to grow and learn what God gives to us. A short au-
dio summary by Pastor is available on-line on the church website.  

Continued on page 8 
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GOD SENDS RON MAURER AT JUST THE RIGHT TIME 

For a long time, Mission Central has needed an “expert” to 
help with our computers, and the Lord seemed to know this 
also. Just at the right time He sent Ron Maurer from Chero-
kee to help us get our computer system working better, 
smarter and much quicker. Ron spent two full days at Mis-
sion Central. We have found that it is much easier to oper-
ate the computers after his suggestions, help and “clean up” 
from over 20 years of activity. Our special thanks to Ron and Nancy for their kindness, 
help and assistance at “just the right time.” This is how the Lord sends us HIS volun-
teers, just when they are needed to carry out HIS work. Ron is pictured working on one 
of our computers at Mission Central. 
 
STATUE OF JESUS ARRIVES AT WAYSIDE PRAYER CHAPEL! Yes, 
another real MIRACLE happened at the Lord’s Mission 
Central. Each day here we just “rub our eyes and wait for 
another real miracle.” We have always wanted a statue of 
Jesus here at Mission Central. It finally happened! Yes, our 
dear friends, Don and Pat Hoffman from Missouri Valley, 
came with a special gift for Mission Central! They presented 
us with a wonderful statue of Jesus! Where would it best fit? 
First we tried to place it in the new Ministry Center, but it 
just wasn't right! Then it came to us that it really belongs in the little wayside prayer 
chapel where we are averaging five people a day who stop and pray! It fit just perfectly, 
and what a JOY to have this on the altar of the little chapel here at Mission Central! 
Pictured of how the statue of Jesus was just PERFECT for the little chapel. Jesus’ eyes 
seem to come alive as He welcomes the many visitors to HIS little chapel! 
 
NOT NORMAL PEOPLE VISIT ON JULY 5 On July 5, 2016 NOT 
NORMAL visitors from Greta, Nebraska; Columbus, Ne-
braska; New Jersey; Denison and Storm Lake, Iowa; and 
the East Coast all came together to see what God can do 
with an old set of farm buildings in the hills of Western  

Continued on page 12 
Continued from page 7 
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Continued from page 6 
 
Pictorial Directories:  The director ies are done and here. They will be placed in your  bul-
letin box for those of you that had their pictures taken or submitted. If you would like to pur-
chase a copy please see the church office. Thank you to all who were involved in this task.   
 
Concordia VBS 2016:  VBS will conclude on Tuesday, August 2 from 4:00 to 7:00 p.m.  
This year’s theme is Barnyard Roundup, Jesus gathers us together. Details and registration is 
available on concordialp.com or https://vbsmate.com/clclpia.   
 
Devotionals:  There are devotionals available in the nar thex for  Armed Forces Day, pub-
lished by CPH. If you would like a digital copy or if they have all been taken please contact the 
church office.  
 
Anniversary Celebration:  You are graciously invited to join Pastor  Virgil Ewoldt as he 
celebrates his 30th anniversary of pastoral ministry. At noon, on Sunday, August 14 a “free” 
meal will be served in the fellowship hall of First English Lutheran Church to thank the Lord 
for this faithful shepherd. After the meal has been served a brief program will be given to honor 
him. Sunday, August 14: Noon-1:00 pm meal with program; 1:00-2:00 pm coffee and desert 
reception. Please RSVP to the church office, 262-5598 to help us with the meal count. If you 
cannot make either the meal or the reception following the meal, please consider participating 
in a card shower for Pastor Ewoldt. You can send your cards and letters to First English Luther-
an Church, 1311 E. 18th St, Spencer, Iowa 51301.  
 
Mission Trip Opportunities:  Ioway has put together  a few mission tr ip oppor tunities for  
the summer of 2016 close to home. Camp Okoboji Volunteer Weekend, September 30 - Octo-
ber 2, Registration deadline will be announced at a later date. Pedal Pushers 2017, December 
29, 2016 to January 2, 2017, Pasadena, CA, Registration deadline will be announced at a later 
date. Please see the fliers in the narthex if you are interested in these. Otherwise call Ellie Menz 
@ 515-370-1159 to register or to get more information.  
 
Dates for Joint Services 
  August 7th Concordia 10:45am 
 September 4th Concordia 10:45 am 
 September 11th Trinity 9am 
 October 30th Concordia 10:45am   
 
CPH Bible Sale:  CPH is holding the annual Bible sale. If you are interested please pick up 
a flier in the narthex and drop it off in the office.  Deadline to order at this special price is Fri-
day, September 30.          Continued on page 9 
Continued from page 8 

Directory Updates:   
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Angela (Place) & Cody Fritz - marriage 
Rod, Terri, and Chantelle Ellingson - transfer, July 2016 
LeOra Wells - moved 10023 S 202nd St, Grenta, NE 68028 cell phone #605-214-3018 
Travis Nissen - release July 2016 
 
Member Visits:  The elders with pastor  have finished working through a book entitled, 
“Pastors and Elders: Caring For The Church And One Another.” Our desire now is to try to 
make contact and visit with all members in the churches. Rather than visits being seen only in 
times of trouble or concern, the hope is for them to be more heartening with a life together we 
share as the body of Christ beyond Sunday mornings. This will be a gradual and slow process, 
but one that will at least start “officially” in September. The tone for all of this comes from Je-
sus who sending out the Seventy-Two said, “Whatever house you enter, first say, ‘Peace be to 
this house!’ (Luke 10:5)   
 
Ladies Guild Brunch:  Brunch will be Thursday, August 11 at Silver  Lake Country Club 
at 9 AM. We will have a speaker who was a Chaplain for the military. Please call Carol Rowe 

at 712-330-8380 to let her know if you plan to attend so we can give a head count to 
Rick. Hope to see you there. 
  
Travel with us to see “Moses”:  Bethel Lutheran Church, Round Lake is sponsoring a bus trip 
to Bronson, MO from Nov. 11 to Nov. 16. The trip will include bus, food, lodging, and 2 shows 
in Bronson. See the flier in the narthex for more information. To make your reservation please 
all 712-753-2092. Deadline is September 1.  
 
Start the year off right with LCMS U:  It’s back-to-school time! Do you know a student 
heading off to college, perhaps for the very first time? College can be tough on our young 
adults. They will be challenged by friends, professors and choices that are contrary to their 
Christian worldview. Please help your college students start the year off right by connecting 
them with an LCMS U chapter at their college or university. Visit lcms.org/lcmsu/findcampus 
for a list of LCMS U chapters, or you may ask for help in making a connection where a chapter 
doesn’t yet exist. Of course, you also are encouraged to contact campus ministries and congre-
gations near colleges and universities directly. They would love to hear from you! The LCMS 
U website features connections to ministry partners, information on a weekly radio show for 
college students and other resources. In Christ, Rev. Marcus Zill Director, LCMS Campus Min-
istry  

Continued on page 10 
 
Continued from page 9 
 

LCEF Lunch:  The summer  lunch is an oppor tunity to learn what’s new and tips on how 
LCEF can support your home ministry while you enjoy a free, catered lunch. Wed., Aug 3 - Holi-
day Inn Express, Worthington, MN from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. You can network with and learn 
for local LCEF volunteers and LCEF leadership. Register now at lcefuppermidwest.org under the 
volunteer tab. Questions please contact Dick Swedean at 952.223.2162. 
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Offering for Blessings:  We now have a chance to give back to the church once a blessings 
has occurred in your life. This donation can be published in the newsletter if you feel you want 
to. This is a great way to celebrate an anniversary, birthday, or something that you are thankful 
for in your life. Just fill out the specially marked envelope in the bulletin box and drop it in the 
offering plate.  Thank you in advance for your donation.   
 
Blessings Offering for the month of  August:   
Bob Brons for Gary and Lora's Anniversary  
Connie Hauenstein In Memory of Keith Vickery   

  
Remodel/Update:  The closets have been cleaned out no we 
can move on to the next step of the remodel of the narthex. The 
bathroom will be installed in the old cry room/library. The library 
has been relocated to the Sunday School room downstairs. The 
content to the closet is in the fellowship hall for a temporary time. 
Please excuse the mess until the project is complete. If you would 
like to make a donation to help defray the cost please make your 
contribution known on your offering envelope and we can put 
your offering towards the project. The total cost of the remodel 
will be $5,500 this will include plumbing, sewer work construction, and a changing table. Sorry 
for any inconveniences this may cause but the outcome will truly be a blessing.   
 
BBQ Cook-Off:  Camp Okoboji is hosting a BBQ Cook-off on Saturday, September 3 from 
11:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m.  The cost to attend is $10 for adults, age 6-12 $5, and 5 and under are 
free.  This event will also include ground breaking ceremony for the new discovery activity 
center and games, activities, and music for everyone. See the flier in the narthex for more infor-
mation.   
 
Craft Building Auction:  Sunday, August 14 at 3:00 p.m. Camp Okoboji will be having an 
auction to make room for the new discovery activity center. See the  flier in the narthex for 
more information.   
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Iowa. These folks came to see the MIRACLES that have taken place here. They visited the Of-
fice, the old Hog House, the new Ministry Center, and the Museum. The group gathered in the 
chapel for a final prayer before heading back to their homes.  
 
WACO, YORK, OMAHA, UTICA, DENISON, AND SIOUX FALLS MISSIONARIES ARRIVE AT MISSION CEN-

TRAL! Rev. Ed and Cherie Auger from Central America came on June 23, 2016 to speak at Mis-
sion Central. They told of their work in Honduras and Nicaragua. The amazing thing was the 
turn out for a Thursday! Max Hoover and company from Faith Lutheran in York, Nebraska 
worked hard on getting folks to sign up and come to see this MIRACLE PLACE. What a JOY to 
see the bus completely filled with guests from Waco, York, Omaha, and Utica, Nebraska; Den-
ison, Iowa; and Sioux Falls, South Dakota. Approximately 90 people came and enjoyed a tour 
of the Museum, a meal, and presentations by the Auger Family. 
Pictured is the special group that prayed for and sent the Auger 
Family on their way.  It was a full day and one that folks will 
long remember!  

Concordia Voters Minutes --- June 16, 2016 
 
Meeting was called to order by President Brons at 6:37 pm, and he opened with prayer.  In attendance 
were Jerry, Dave, Shannon, Denny, Bob, Brian, Russ, and Dolly. 
 
The minutes of the last regular meeting and two special meetings were read, motion made by Shannon 
seconded by Dolly that the minutes be approved as read, motion carried. 
 
Treasurer’s report was given, four monthly printed reports were distributed and looked over by the Voters, 
motion made by Brian seconded by Dave to approve the report, motion carried. 
 
Trustees report- the north door has been fixed, and construction phase of the bathroom project should start 
later this month. 
 
Elders report-  Joint service on Sunday will be at Concordia with Pastor Ewoldt, a joint service next week 
will be at Trinity, with Pastor Grenkee.  Pastor has pointed out some of our banners are in need of replace-
ment, would be a good item to be purchased with memorial funds.  It was discussed at our last Elders 
meeting that we should think about making a new banner closet downstairs for much better and safer ac-
cessibility than in the loft.  We also discussed if it we be beneficial to convert the current Secretary’s of-
fice into a Sacristy to enable easier preparation for communion.  The elders continue education and prepa-
ration for assisting Pastor with shepherding of the congregation with plans to begin visiting all members. 

Continued on page 13 
Continued from page 12 
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Anderson addresses convention on religious liberty, traditional 
marriage 
By Rudy Blank on July 11, 2016 in Convention, Reporter  

 
By Sarah Reinsel 
MILWAUKEE (July 11, 2016) — In conjunction with earlier business of addressing resolu-
tions on church and culture, Dr. Ryan Anderson on Monday spoke to the LCMS Convention on 
matters of religious liberty and the redefinition of marriage. 
 
Anderson, a prominent social commentator who holds a Ph.D. in political philosophy from the 
University of Notre Dame, is currently a senior research fellow at the Heritage Foundation and 
author of Truth Overruled: The Future of Marriage and Religious Freedom. 
 
He began by pointing out that a “fundamental misconception of the human person,” brought 
about by the sexual revolution and the challenges of secularism, has now “been elevated to a 
constitutional right.” 

Continued on page 14 
Continued from page 13 

Education Report-  We will have a speaker from Cherish House after services on the 31st.  They will have 
a project called the “Baby Bottle Campaign” to collect money for Cherish House.  Motion made by Dolly 
seconded by Brian to participate in the campaign, motion carried.   VBS this year will begin Sunday July 
31st and run through the following Tuesday.  Sunday School is on summer break and will resume in the 
fall. 
 
Old Business-  motion made by Brian seconded by Dave to take funds from the stewardship account to 
replenish monies given to a family in need which came from the general fund, motion carried.  The bath-
room project will be paid for with funds from the Chuck Reuter memorial.  It was decided to adopt anoth-
er Seminary student since Lucas Booher has now graduated, Den Stahly will look into getting the name of 
a new candidate.  The idea for a new banner closet and Sacristy were discussed, as well as some of the 
details to consider in their construction.  We will look into them further after the bathroom project has 
been completed.   It was decided to begin printing “Helping Hands Account” on our offering envelopes as 
an additional offering designation option.  We thought this will make the option of giving to that fund 
more visible.  The Helping Hands account is one whose funds can be used to help local people or families 
in times of great need. 
 
Motion was made by Russ to adjourn, motion was seconded and carried.  Meeting was closed at 7:16 pm 
with the Lord’s Prayer.  Next meeting will be Thursday September 1st at 6:30 pm. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, Denny Stahly- Secretary 
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Anderson, who approaches this debate using natural law in combination with 
theology, indicated two consequences of this misconception: a refashioning 
of human nature and a reordering of the social order. 
 
“It’s not just an isolated baker over there and a photographer over there and 
an adoption agency in Massachusetts and a school in Salt Lake City. When 
you add all of these pieces together, what you’re seeing is that there’s an 
entire new vision of the human person,” said Anderson. 
 
Much of the history of the Church, Anderson explained, has been a response to heresies. 
 
In the past, it has dealt with questions of the Trinity and the nature of God; now, the Church must respond to ques-
tions of the nature of man. That man was created in the image of God, that God created male and female, and that 
he created them for each other, are the anthropological truths where the culture most disagrees. 
 
 “This [disagreement] requires a response on the substance of what we believe,” Anderson said, especially because 
most opponents do not even understand why we believe what we believe.  
“My average [undergraduate] classmate at Princeton still does not understand why I believe  
what I believe about marriage. They think the Westboro Baptist Church speaks for me.” 
 
Anderson went on to point out that where those on either side of the pro-life and pro-abortion divide have agreed to 
disagree, and thus to respect each other’s freedom, no such attitude has materialized in the sexual-orientation and 
gender-identity debate. 
 
“We think that as a matter of a natural right, people have the right to seek out the truth about God, to respond to the 
truth as they discern it, and to live their lives in conformity with the truth as they understand it, free from govern-
ment discrimination, free from government coercion,” Anderson explained in a separate interview. “So the role of 
the Church here is to be defending that natural right, that human right, for all people whether we agree with them 
or disagree with them.” 
 
Anderson continued by advising that “Our best defense of marriage, and our best defense of religious liberty, is 
living out the truth in our own lives.” The reason, he added, “why we lost this marriage debate in the United States 
was because we failed to live out holy and beautiful marriages ourselves. And we have no one to blame for that but 
ourselves,” Anderson concluded, followed by a standing ovation and a handshake from Synod President Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison. 
 
“This highlights the importance of us finding compatriots and friends particularly in the faith communities who 
agree on issues in the kingdom of the left, and how we respond. And that has been one of the blessings of these 
challenging times,” Harrison said in response to Anderson’s speech. 
 
The 66th Regular Convention of the LCMS is meeting July 9-14 at the Wisconsin Center convention complex un-
der the theme “Upon This Rock.” Among convention participants are some 1,125 clergy and lay voting delegates. 
 
Sarah Reinsel is a senior at Hillsdale College and an intern for the LCMS convention newsroom. 
 



15 

 

‘Be Bold!’ Harrison exhorts Church in President’s Report 
By Rudy Blank on July 10, 2016 in Convention, Reporter 

 
By Sara Bielby 
MILWAUKEE (July 10, 2016) — “ ‘The gates of hell shall not prevail’ [Matt. 16:18]. That’s 
Jesus’ promise.” With these words, the recently re-elected presi-
dent of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod, the Rev. Dr. 
Matthew C. Harrison, opened his report to the church body’s 66th 
Regular Convention on Sunday. 
 
A total of 1,106 voting delegates were in attendance at the open-
ing of the convention, which takes place July 9-14 at the Wiscon-
sin Center. 
 
Harrison pointed out that this great encouragement and promise made by Jesus to His Apostles 
was true then. It has been true since, as he recounted in vignettes throughout the history of a 
Church challenged by persecutions and hardships. 
 
And it is true for us today. “It is true — the gates of hell shall not prevail — in the face of a 
U.S. Supreme Court and other courts and legislatures throughout the land detached from eternal 
truth.” 
 
Harrison also mentioned the decline of Christianity in the West, and notably, recent tragedies, 
including shootings in Orlando and Dallas. 
 
“It is true in the face of the most rapid moral, social and religious decline in the history of this 
nation,” Harrison said. 
 
In such a time as this, Harrison points the church to Jesus and His words: “Upon this rock, I 
will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail.” The convention’s theme — “Upon 
This Rock: Repent, Confess, Rejoice” — echoes these words of Jesus. 
 
Recounting the promises of Jesus in the Gospels, Harrison asked the convention’s delegates, 
advisory members and guests if they believed these words, and they answered with a hearty 
“yes.” In response, the president exhorted: “Jesus was bold. The apostles were bold. Let’s go on 
the offensive. Let’s be bold!” 
 
Harrison outlined work being done by the Synod to assist congregations and members to be  

Continued on page 16 
Continued from page 15 
 
bold. A new program, “Everyone His Witness,” will assist laypeople, who “have the mandate to 
proclaim Christ, wherever the Lord puts them.” 
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Studies and statistics addressing the decline in church membership also will be available to con-
gregations. 
 
“We want you to know the facts, consider your unique context and opportunities, and to act in a 
calculated way,” he said. 
 
Blessings and challenges 
Harrison heartily welcomed the large majority of first-time delegates, who will hear during the 
convention about the wide reach of the work of the Church domestically and also its interna-
tional impact: “There is simply no other confessionally and biblically faithful Lutheran Church 
in the world with the capacity of the LCMS … we are known the world over for this fidelity. It 
is our sacred vocation to ‘strengthen the brethren.’ ” 
 
Three challenges before the convention were highlighted by the president: 
 
• The role of licensed lay deacons will be carefully considered, with the goal of “a path forward 
which both allows us to care for challenging situations, and … brings us back into conformity 
with the Bible and Lutheran Confessions.” 
• Adjustments to ecclesiastical supervision will be sought to hold accountable those in authori-
ty. “Since we are all brothers and sisters in Christ, baptized into His body, confessing His name, 
ultimately it must be the Word of God that rules among us, not individuals,” Harrison said. 
• Discussion of a bylaw will be undertaken regarding the Synod’s Board for International Mis-
sion as the only sending agency of rostered workers to foreign mission areas. 
The larger challenge underlying these issues is the local autonomy which that has developed 
over time at the cost of unity within the Synod, according to Harrison. 
 
Toward unity 
In spite of wide latitude in doctrine and practice, those who serve in district capacities “are re-
markably similar in their basic convictions about Christ and their love for the Church of Christ, 
and their concern for it,” noted Harrison. He offered various points of focus toward a solution: 
 
• The Koinonia Project, an effort in response to the Task Force on Synodical Harmony  
established by a 2007 convention resolution, which involves discussion within smaller groups. 

Continued on page 17 
Continued from page 16 
 
• Further discussion on theology and practice within the Council of Presidents. 
• Visitation of districts with participation of regional vice-presidents. 
• A proposed move from a three-year to a four-year Synod convention cycle to reduce political 
activity as well as cost. 
• Greater unity and cooperation between LCMS seminaries. 
• Concentration on the domestic and international mission of making Christ known to the lost. 
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In keeping with the convention’s theme, in the face of these challenges, President Harrison ex-
horted the church to Repent, Confess, Rejoice: “Let’s boldly confess our sins … Let’s boldly 
confess Christ and His teaching … Let’s boldly confess the praise and joy of the Lord, and do it 
loud enough that the nations may hear!” 
 
Sara Bielby is a deaconess at University Lutheran Chapel, Ann Arbor, Mich., and at Immanuel Lutheran Church, 
Monroe, Mich. 

Former LCMS, seminary President Ralph Bohlmann dies 
By Paula Ross on July 25, 2016 in Reporter 
 
The Rev. Dr. Ralph Bohlmann, who served four terms (1981-
92) as president of The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod and 
was named as the church body’s first president emeritus, died 
July 24 in St. Louis. He was 84. 

 
Bohlmann 
A memorial service is planned for 2 p.m. on Wednesday, July 
27, in The Chapel of St. Timothy and St. Titus on the campus of 
Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, with a reception to follow. Vis-
itation will be from noon to 2 p.m. that day in the chapel. 
At the request of Bohlmann’s family, clergy in attendance will 
not vest or process at the service. 
 
Bohlmann was president of Concordia Seminary from 1975 to 
1981. He joined the seminary faculty as a professor of systemat-
ic theology in 1960, and continued to teach there until his election as LCMS president. 
 
Bohlmann was one of five Concordia Seminary faculty members who remained on the faculty 
following the “confessional crisis” and “walkout” there in February 1974. The walkout  

Continued on page 18 
Continued from page 17 
 



18 

 

involved a majority of the seminary’s faculty and students who held to a “moderate” view on 
the authority of Scripture and biblical inerrancy. 
 
While he was president of the seminary, Bohlmann played a pivotal role in rebuilding the 
school’s curriculum, faculty and student body, and by the end of his tenure, student population 
had surpassed pre-crisis days. 
 
His time as seminary president also was marked by significant growth in cultural offerings, with 
the founding of the World Mission Institute in 1977 and a pilot program to train Hispanic men 
and women to become lay workers — with a long-term goal of also preparing Hispanic pastors 
— beginning in 1979. That work led to the development of the seminary’s Center for Hispanic 
Studies. 
 
LCMS President Rev. Dr. Matthew C. Harrison, who has been visiting Bohlmann for several 
years, saw him last on July 21, when he was unconscious and had been taken off life support. 
During a visit a few weeks before that, Harrison said the two talked for two hours. 
 
“Ralph is the last of the faithful who stood against the faculty majority for the truth of the Scrip-
tures and the Lutheran Confessions,” Harrison told Reporter. “He wrote ‘A Statement of Scrip-
tural and Confessional Principles’ in response to a request from … [then-LCMS President Rev. 
Dr. J.A.O.] Preus for a document to use to evaluate the teaching of seminary professors.” 
 
Preus “liked the document so much he put it to the LCMS convention to adopt,” said Harrison, 
who described the document as “a tremendous and timeless rejection of the historical-critical 
method of interpretation of the Scriptures, which finally destroys the Gospel itself.” “The Synod 
is deeply indebted to Dr. Bohlmann,” Harrison added, “and all these years later, we can hardly 
imagine the difficulties and trials which faced the men who were faithful. Dr. Bohlmann was 
resolute on these issues to the end.” 
 
Concordia Seminary President Rev. Dr. Dale A. Meyer called Bohlmann “a gentleman, a 
learned theologian and a kindly churchman. His love for Holy Scripture was seen through his 
pastoral and winsome Lutheran confessionalism, a legacy that abides to this day in our church 
and seminaries. 
 
“Concordia Seminary, St. Louis, remembers with deepest gratitude his service as our seventh 
president and the collegiality he always showed to us who are privileged to serve on the faculty. 

Continued on page 19 
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 President Bohlmann will be forever remembered and honored as a brother and father in faith 
who helped lead us to Jesus.” 
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In addition to his LCMS and seminary presidencies, Bohlmann was executive secretary of the 
Synod’s Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) from 1971 to 1974, and 
served as a member of the CTCR from 1965 to 1971 and from 1975 to 1981. 
 
Bohlmann was a 1951 graduate of Concordia Seminary, a Fulbright Scholar at Germany’s Hei-
delberg University from 1956 to 1957, and in 1968 earned a Ph.D. from Yale University. He 
also held an honorary doctorate from Concordia Theological Seminary, Fort Wayne, Ind. 
(1982). He was awarded the Christus Primus Award from Concordia College (now University), 
Ann Arbor, Mich., in 1988 for being “consistently and unwaveringly … a strong, confessional, 
evangelical voice, both within the Synod and in the worldwide Christian community.” 
He also served as pastor of Mount Olive Lutheran Church, Des Moines, Iowa (1958-60), and as 
part-time assistant pastor at Grace Lutheran Church, Pagedale, Mo. (1961-71). 
 
Bohlmann wrote numerous books, articles and documents with particular emphasis on inter-
church relations and biblical interpretation — including Principles of Biblical Interpretation in 
the Lutheran Confessions (Concordia Publishing House) — and represented the Synod in ecu-
menical dialogues with other church bodies. He also was a frequent essayist at conventions and 
conferences, both in the United States and abroad. 
 
Survivors include two children: Paul of New York City and Lynn of Jacksonville, Ill., and two 
grandchildren. Bohlmann’s wife, Pat, died of cancer in 2012, after 53 years of marriage. 
Memorials are requested for: 
Concordia Lutheran Church, 505 S. Kirkwood Road, St. Louis, MO 63122-5925. 
the St. Louis Student Aid Fund of Concordia Seminary, 801 Seminary Place, St. Louis, MO 

63105 (please designate the gift as “Dr. Bohlmann memorial”). Gifts also may be made to 
this fund by calling 800-822-5287 or online at csl.edu/give — click on “Student Financial 
Aid” and follow the prompts. 

Lutheran Senior Services Benevolent Care Fund. 
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LCMS recognizes relationships with six church bodies 
By Rudy Blank on July 11, 2016 in Convention, Reporter  
 
By Tony Oliphant 
MILWAUKEE (July 11, 2016) – The Lutheran Church—Missouri Synod in convention on 
Monday formally recognized and endorsed official relationships with six church bodies in Eu-
rope, South America, Central America and Asia. 
 
In accordance with Synod bylaws, the delegates endorsed altar and pulpit fellowship with the 
Lutheran Church in Norway (LCN) and the Lutheran Church of Uruguay (LCU). 
 
Fellowship with the Lutheran Church in Norway had already been declared by LCMS President 
Matthew Harrison on Nov. 7, 2015, after consultation with the Praesidium. 
 
Bishop Torkild Masvie of the church in Norway expressed his gratitude and hope for future co-
operation. 
 
“We are very small,” Masvie said. “If you are small, you need big brothers. We need to draw on 
your theological expertise and education system.” 
He spoke of what the LCN could offer the LCMS. 
 
“We are where you are going, into that darkness,” Masvie continued. “Perhaps some of what 
we find out will be of help for you one day. We can show some courage in the darkness so that 
we can mutually be an inspiration for each other.” 
 
The Rev. Dr. Albert Collver, LCMS director of Church Relations, also expressed excitement at 
the prospect of cooperative future work with the LCN. 
 
“This church stands out as a beacon in Norway to proclaim the Gospel,” Collver said. “There 
are a number of groups in Norway with which the Missouri Synod potentially will be able to 
enter fellowship in the future. This church helps show us the way and expands our work in 
Scandinavia.” 
 
Altar and pulpit fellowship with the Lutheran Church of Uruguay was first recommended by the 
Commission on Theology and Church Relations (CTCR) on Dec. 11, 2015, and formally de-
clared by Harrison Jan. 6. The convention’s action endorsed the fellowship. 
 
Making use of a translator, Rev. André Luiz Müller, principal pastor for the LCU, described  

Continued on page 21 
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how important this fellowship is for his small, emerging church body. 
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“Uruguay is a small country with a small population; one of the most secular countries in the 
world,” he said. “Because of this, our relationship with you is very important.” 
 
Future work with this church body has the promise of yielding great fruit, as Collver explained. 
“One very significant result of our partnership with the Lutheran Church of Uruguay is that we 
will work in partnership with them to establish a Spanish Lutheran university, which may well 
be the first of its kind in the world,” he said. 
 
Resolutions 5-03, 5-04 and 5-05 were combined in a motion from the floor to formally recog-
nize the Iglesia Luterana en Guatemala, the Iglesia Luterana de Venezuela and the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Almaty and the District of Almaty — Republic of Kazakhstan (ELC-RK) 
together as self-governing partner churches. That official designation indicates that these church 
bodies were originally mission plants by the LCMS and have now become self-sufficient. 
 
“I’m incredibly pleased that the synod in convention has voted to enter fellowship and to recog-
nize churches as being self-governing,” Collver added. “It’s a great joy when fellowship is rec-
ognized between church bodies. It demonstrates a great amount of trust in the process and the 
work we’re doing of working with Lutheran churches and identifying those with the same con-
fession we have.” 
 
The delegates also recognized the Evangelical Lutheran Church of the Republic of Chile 
(IELCHI) as a partner church. As with the previous designations, this indicates that a church 
body shares the same doctrine and commitment to the Holy Scriptures and The Book of Con-
cord as the LCMS. The IELCHI — as a daughter church body of the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Argentina, another partner church of the LCMS — requested that the LCMS recog-
nize it as a partner church because of this agreement in doctrine and practice. 
 
The work of the International Lutheran Council (ILC) also was affirmed and encouraged by the 
delegates. As explained in the preamble of this resolution, “The ILC is proving to be a popular 
refuge for confessional Lutheran churches worldwide that seek to maintain their biblical and 
confessional identity, teaching, and practice within the context of a global Lutheran community 
that has few such forums” (Res. 5-07). 
 
As such a forum, the ILC is showing itself to be very important to confessional Lutherans 
throughout the world. 

Continued on page 22 
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“Now is the moment for the International Lutheran Council and for the Missouri Synod,” said 
Collver, who also serves as executive secretary of the ILC. “We have Lutheran churches from 
around the world — and even some non-Lutheran churches, such as the Anglicans in south Su-
dan — who are seeking our confession and to be part of how we talk about the Gospel of Jesus 
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Christ.” 
 
“We have tremendous opportunity in these coming days,” Collver continued. “Churches are 
seeking the ILC because of their view on the Holy Scriptures and the Lutheran Confessions. It’s 
a tremendous opportunity. We’re incredibly thankful that the Missouri Synod has supported the 
ILC for all of these years. We’re thankful for the confidence they’ve shown us, and we’re look-
ing forward to engaging even more churches in the next three years. We think that perhaps our 
membership might grow by another 15 churches in three or four years.” 
 
Archbishop Christian Ekong of the Lutheran Church of Nigeria said of church bodies constitut-
ing the ILC: “We’re one big family of Lutherans through the confession of Christ.” 
 
The Rev. Tony Oliphant is pastor of Redeemer Lutheran Church in Elmhurst, Ill. 
 

The Myth of Secular Neutrality 
June 29, 2016 in Lutheran Witness, Web-exclusive 
 
So-called “secularity” is now being imposed on Christians. This 
is beginning to be seen in laws such as the California law 
(SB1146) that would forbid Christian universities from using reli-
gious criteria in hiring professors. We cannot let our schools and 
churches have “secular” hiring practices imposed on them. They would cease to be Christian in 
any recognizable way. Why are secularists attempting to impose this on us? 
 
Progressives in our culture presume that “secularity” is the default non-religious position. How-
ever, we Christians must argue that secularity is itself a religious presupposition. It is a presup-
position as easily defended as a traditional religious position. Secular materialism is no less reli-
gious than a spiritualist position. By spiritualism, I mean a theistic view of the world in which 
there is presumed to be something beyond the measurable world, whatever that something 
might be. Materialism is the philosophy that there is nothing beyond this visible, measureable 
world. The materialist believes that we live in a closed system. Materialism denies there is  

Continued on page 23 
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anything beyond what can be seen, measured or quantified. Most moderns are implicit material-
ists. They believe that materialistic secularity is the intellectual default position. They won’t 
believe anything they can’t see. This way, religion is ruled out of bounds tout court. J. 
Budziszewski, however, points out that that which is religious is not merely a prejudice for the 
existence of God, but rather a religion is that which is of ultimate concern to the believer. 
 
If religion is the practice of ultimate concern, then we have another problem. In the first place, 
even secularism may be the place of an ultimate concern. We acknowledge this, for instance, by 
calling Leninism a religion; simply we say of the greedy man that ‘his God is money’ and call 
this misplaced devotion ‘idolatry.’ In the second place, even among those secularisms that do 
not go so far as to identify ultimate concerns, none is without implications as to what could, or 
could not, count is an ultimate concern. John Stuart Mill could never decide which, if any, of 
the ‘permanent interests of man as a progressive being’ was deserving of unconditional loyalty. 
But one thing he was sure of, that the Messiah was not among them.[1] 

 
What makes this position religious is that it is held against all other evidence. Ask a materialist 
if there is any evidence that could be offered to them that would lead them to reject their materi-
alism, they will likely answer, “No, there can be none.” We would answer the same about giv-
ing up faith in Christ. Both are religious positions. 
 
It is both increasingly clear and increasingly opaque that progressives in our culture are claim-
ing that their position is both secular and rational, when in fact it represents a belief of ultimate 
concern and is therefore as much religious commitment as one centered on the Messiah. It is 
increasingly clear, in that we can see how progressivism will not tolerate any views divergent 
from its own. It is increasingly opaque to the average person, because of the brainwashing to 
which the media industrial complex is committed. “What all this tells us is that ‘religious’ and 
‘secular’ constitutes a false dichotomy.”[2] 

This runs completely counter to the claims of the Christian revelation of God’s constant inter-
vention into the world and especially in His incarnate Son. Many Christians in America are 
“implicit” materialists. They reflexively accept the presupposition of materialism that they have 
not examined but which is fed to them from their mother’s breast. 
 
Government is susceptible to being influenced by both secularity and religiosity, because  
neither position is defensible in a rationalistic way. If this is true, how would the constitutional  
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government of the United States be kept from being taken hostage to a particular sectarian reli-
gious view, if there is no barrier to keep religion from influencing government? This pivots on 
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the way Christianity views the specific religious teachings of the Bible. Christians believe that 
the sum and essence of the Christian religion is the life, death and resurrection of Jesus of Naza-
reth. These acts of Jesus are the way in which God, through the preaching of His Word in the 
world, converts, saves, forgives sins and brings to heaven those who believe in Jesus Christ. 
None of these things are susceptible to worldly wisdom. They are, as Paul says in 1 Corinthians 
1, foolishness to human reason by itself. 
 
For Christians the government can never have the competence to establish a religion of any 
kind or to offer religious instruction to the people. In other words, the Gospel is the Church’s 
difference from every other institution, including, and especially, government. The Gospel is 
not the government’s bailiwick. Law is. That competence God has given to the government, 
even if we might doubt the rationality of the present Congress’s particular actions. 
 
God has given government power over right and wrong. Moral authority is precisely the gov-
ernment’s gift from God. I am amazed by the number of people who say that government must 
not impose morals on people! What else is the authority to punish evil doers? When a murderer 
is sent to prison for life, how else could this be done, but by moral authority? If it is not a moral 
authority that permits this, then we ought to open all the prisons and let out those poor souls 
upon whom the government has imposed its moral view. Government is God’s creature to pun-
ish and keep external order. But government may not tell you what you are to believe about 
Christ, forgiveness and eternal life. The government’s competence is only in law, reason, right 
and wrong, do and don’t do. This is the competence of moral law or what we might call natural 
law. 
 
As we fight for our right to exist and to exercise our religion within our country, I believe we 
need to make more forcefully the point that secularism is not a religiously neutral point of view, 
but rather an ultimate concern demanding faith on the part of its adherents. Secularists must be 
treated just as the churches are treated by government. Unfortunately, there will be a great deal 
of brainwashing to overcome as we try to make this point with our secularist/materialist friends. 
If we are to recover an understanding of the first amendment that gets Christians and Christian 
institutions equal protection under the law, this is a case that we will have to make. If we don’t, 
we may soon lose our schools. 
The Rev. Dr. Scott R. Murray is pastor of Memorial Lutheran Church, Houston Texas, and Fourth Vice President 
of the LCMS.  
[1] J. Budziszewski, “The Illusion of Moral Neutrality,” First Things (August 1993). 
[2] Ibid. 


