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Mark 10:32-45 
[bookmark: _GoBack]And they were on the road, going up to Jerusalem, and Jesus was walking ahead of them. And they were amazed, and those who followed were afraid. And taking the twelve again, he began to tell them what was to happen to him, 33 saying, “See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and the Son of Man will be delivered over to the chief priests and the scribes, and they will condemn him to death and deliver him over to the Gentiles. 34 And they will mock him and spit on him, and flog him and kill him. And after three days he will rise.” 35  And James and John, the sons of Zebedee, came up to him and said to him, “Teacher, we want you to do for us whatever we ask of you.” 36 And he said to them, “What do you want me to do for you?” 37 And they said to him, “Grant us to sit, one at your right hand and one at your left, in your glory.” 38 Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 And they said to him, “We are able.” And Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you will drink, and with the baptism with which I am baptized, you will be baptized, 40 but to sit at my right hand or at my left is not mine to grant, but it is for those for whom it has been prepared.” 41 And when the ten heard it, they began to be indignant at James and John. 42  And Jesus called them to him and said to them, “You know that those who are considered rulers of the Gentiles lord it over them, and their great ones exercise authority over them. 43 But it shall not be so among you. But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, 44 and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all. 45 For even the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.”
“Case of Mistaken Identity”
	Grace, mercy, and peace be unto you from God our Father and our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen. Consider for a moment the following names and if you know them. Mahatma Gandhi, George Washington, Abraham Lincoln, Adolf Hitler, Muhammad, Mao Zedong, Nelson Mandela, Julius Caesar, Fidel Castro, and Winston Churchill. Most know these significant figures one way or another. For better or for worse, their names linger on in the hearts and minds of people. As different as the world judges them to be, they share a common trait. They were great leaders. Whether by force or by principle, they have all made the headlines of history.
	Lent turns us to a different kind of judgment to see. It is the kind that many will never consider important. Matter a fact, if not for Emperor Constantine legalizing Christianity in 313 AD. The name, “Jesus Christ” would not be as widespread as it is today in our western world. Of course, God did not send His Son to be part of a popularity contest. Judgment by the Father was to be against His Son instead of self-glorifying sinners that we tend to be. Jesus did not come to make a name or even to change the world. It was simply to serve and give His life as a ransom for many. The new covenant from Christ is not to take, but to receive for even the greatest has become the least for us.  
	What we find in our Gospel reading today is nothing less than a power play among loveless disciples. Jesus had called all the twelve to follow Him. However, this was not enough for any of them. Peter seeks to be the one who will never abandon Jesus. Judas made it his priority to keep track of the money. James and John were taking advantage of an opportunity for advancement. How patient Jesus is with His disciples that so often were not considering the things of God, but the things of man. 
	Of course, Jesus did teach His disciples, “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you …” (Matt 7:7). James and John asked all right, but the spirit of their request was no prayer of, “Thy will be done.” It was to lord themselves over others. The right and left positions of glory next to Jesus were that of power. Once James and John started to stir the pot, anger arose and none of the disciples proved to be shinning stars of love. 
	We must confess that the problem of power plays infects our lives. Ever since the fall into sin, “all people are conceited, proud, vain-glorious, jealous of others, causing other people to sin. Jesus’ disciples were that way too” (Bul’s Notes). God gives positions in life for good, but He knows more than all others sinners dwell in these positions. The most basic in life is that of husband and wife, but how often does the other seek after their own glory over the other? 
	As if it is not hard enough to exercise what God already gives each of us, we want more. It can be seeking after self-glory over others or lord our way where it does not belong. Beyond this lovelessness to our neighbor is to see the greater problem at work. We would like to have positions of glory next to Jesus with all the fridge benefits. It is to fall into the trap of being like God where we are worthy and able to earn heaven on our terms. “You do not know what you are asking.”
	As God’s Son, Jesus knew what was in store for Him. His position was to receive the cross as the gift for sinners. It was to go down the path of suffering as He went up to Jerusalem. Since the leaders of both Jews and Gentiles, condemned and killed Christ. It proved all were looking out for themselves. God alone made the true power play even when His disciples ran away. Jesus drank the cup of God’s wrath till nothing was left. The cross became His baptism of fire to purify all by His blood. 
	As promised, “…the Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” The judgment of God that we sidestep for glory, Jesus takes head on without complaint. He reigns in weakness so that strong power playing sinners like us must finally repent and fall upon Him. Since Jesus would rise, His life is the source of love in the world. His sacrifice is the power play now at work by Word and Sacraments that supports and saves our lives. 
	St. John describes the glory of Christ that has changed everything. He proclaims, “And they sang a new song, saying, “Worthy are you to take the scroll and to open its seals, for you were slain, and by your blood you ransomed people for God from every tribe and language and people and nation” (Rev 5:9). To those wearied by power plays in life. Jesus pours out loving words to say, “Your sins are forgiven.” To those lording it over others. Jesus brings His peace to proclaim, “I laid my life down for you.” To those glorifying self, Jesus brings His presence to declare, “My sacrifice alone is sufficient for you take and eat, take and drink my true body and blood.”
	The profit of Christ’s service is to receive the right to serve in His kingdom. Not all received this benefit of service in their lives. King Herod, Judas, the Jewish leaders and many others did not confess their sin; confess their need for Christ as Savior. They continued in the world’s way of exercising authority, which was the natural way for government, family, and life to operate. However, such arrogance finally dies without any service from Christ. Since He paid the ransom for all to believe in Him, only Jesus can support our life that has no end in His kingdom. 
	The mark of God’s service to us means we have a new way to serve in this world. “But whoever would be great among you must be your servant, and whoever would be first among you must be slave of all.” It is about being a servant and not my own master. It is about being able to sacrifice and not just sit down to take a vote. It is about being free to care and not coming with the loudest demands. Jesus has opened the way of love in our lives and it even seeks to serve all people! This is impossible by our strength or power, but God’s grace makes a better promise. “The Son of Man came not to be served but to serve, and to give his life as a ransom for many.” The new covenant from Christ is not to take, but to receive for even the greatest has become the least for us. Amen. Now may the peace of God, which passes all understanding, be with your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus to life everlasting. Amen.

